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out any ill-feeling. They were forced to resign because
public opinion was incensed by the Borki catastrophe. The
Emperor also dismissed the Chief of the Railroad Manage-
ment, whom he considered chiefly responsible for the acci-
dent and against whom he bore a personal grudge.
Shortly after these changes had taken place, Finance
Minister Vyshnegradski offered me the newly-created post
of Director of the Department of Railroad Affairs. The
offer came to me as a complete surprise. That department
was established as a division of the Ministry of Finances
in pursuance of the Statutes which I had elaborated as a
member of the Baranov Commission. Within its province
came the finances and, generally, the economic side of the
entire railroad system of the country, including the tariffs,
a matter of high importance indeed.
I informed the Minister that I did not intend to change
my independent and lucrative position with a private cor-
poration for the Government post of a department direc-
tor.   To this Vyshnegradski replied that it was the Em-
peror's personal desire to have me take that post, and that
His Majesty designed me for higher Government positions.
It appears that Alexander had not forgotten the incident
which resulted in my being rebuked by General Cherevin.
In his letter, Vyshnegradski quoted the terms in which the
Emperor referred to me in insisting on rny appointment to
the post in question,    "It is that blunt fellow," His Majesty
said, "who nearly to my face told the Minister of Ways of
Communication that he would in the end break my neck.
But everything happened just as he said.   I mean to make
good use of that man."
I hastened to inform the Minister that I did not wisfi, of
course, to go counter to His Majesty's desire. I asked him,
however, to report to the Emperor that I had no income
whatsoever besides my salary, which now amounted to more
than 50,000 rubles a year, and that I could not live com-